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Margaret Jean Howard Ordination Paper 1 

 2 

Faith Journey and Call to Ministry 3 

My faith journey has been primarily influenced by my father.   During my childhood, I observed 4 

my father demonstrating his faith in God by kneeling on linoleum-covered floors early every 5 

morning in prayer. I would quietly wait and listen to my father’s prayers until I heard my name 6 

being lifted up to God.  As long as my father was around, I knew I was safe.  7 

 I was raised in a spiritual home by my devoted Methodist parents.  I was baptized as a 8 

newborn, and grew up knowing I had been blessed by God in the presence of my pastor, 9 

parents, relatives, and members of my church, which was St. Stephens African Methodist 10 

Episcopal (A.M.E.) Church in Columbia, Alabama.  The Bible was read to me frequently as I 11 

gathered around the fireplace in the evenings with my mother and siblings.  My baptism was 12 

confirmed.   I was taught the Lord’s Prayer and several Bible verses before I learned to read.  I 13 

heard numerous Biblical stories told by my father and in Sunday Church School so I knew 14 

several of them from memory at a very young age.  My father was a gifted storyteller and I was 15 

mesmerized by the different tones expressed in his voice and the skillful way he emphasized 16 

certain words.  17 

  I adored my father so much that, at the age of seven, I asked permission to accompany 18 

him after lunch.  When we arrived at my father’s destination, I was surprised to discover that it 19 

was a cotton field.  My carefree days ended abruptly that afternoon as I began to face the stark 20 

realities of how difficult my life would be henceforth.  As the next few years passed, I became 21 

aware that my parents did not earn much money, and, therefore, many material things I 22 

desired were beyond what they could afford.  I also became aware that the majority of black 23 

folks were not much better off than we were, and most of the white folks were.   Beginning at 24 

age seven, I had to miss attending school for the entire month of September each year to help 25 

pick cotton.  Then, on my first day of school, I never had all of the required textbooks because 26 

the state of Alabama required the parents to purchase all textbooks for their children.  I am 27 

unsure whether this applied to white parents.  My parents were grateful that they could 28 
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provide me with four complete outfits to wear to school, which included my church clothes, 29 

and at least two pairs of shoes that fit. 30 

 31 

  By the age of fourteen, I was unsatisfied with the conditions of my life.  I desired to wear 32 

beautiful summer outfits like the white girls.  I yearned to be able to walk to the drug store and 33 

purchase a cone of ice cream, and I wanted to learn to swim and go swimming in the local pool 34 

during those hot and humid summer days.  But none of those things were available to me.   35 

Early one morning as I waited for the driver to pick up my siblings and me to take us to 36 

the cotton field, I stood in my parents’ backyard and prayed fervently to God about my dismal 37 

situation.  I cried out to God that morning with tears in my eyes and a heavy heart.  I felt 38 

burdened.  I asked God if this life was all I had to look forward to.  I don’t recall how long I 39 

prayed that morning, but, when I finished, my heart was not heavy anymore.   I sensed that 40 

God had something better and wonderful for me in the future.  Although the conditions of my 41 

current life remained the same, I came to realize that this was my parents’ life.  Because I was a 42 

minor and under their care, it was the life I had to live until I was old enough to leave home 43 

when I turned eighteen or graduated from high school.  I decided that I was going to be a 44 

doctor.  I would figure out what type of doctor later. 45 

At the age of seventeen, I graduated from high school on a Thursday and was on a 46 

Greyhound bus to Boston with my sixteen-year-old sister three days later.  I had $5.00 in my 47 

pocketbook and was on my way to become a live-in maid for a family in Newton, MA.  The fact 48 

that I did not know how to cook never entered my mind.  On my first Sunday in Massachusetts, 49 

I attended Grant A.M.E. Church in Boston and became a member the following Sunday.  After 50 

three months, my sister and I rented a kitchenette apartment with a girlfriend and we found a 51 

40 hour-a- week job in a factory paying $1.25/hour.  My life was hard but never as hard as it 52 

had been in Alabama.  I entered a business school so that I could obtain a better job.  I felt an 53 

urgency to improve my employment options as soon as possible, because I knew my aspiration 54 

of attending college would be delayed for at least two years. 55 

Nothing traumatic had ever happened to me until I left home.  In less than a year after 56 

arriving in Massachusetts, the most vile and horrific thing that I could imagine happened to me.  57 
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I was raped by a person who had been introduced to me by a female acquaintance from my 58 

hometown.  The experience was so devastating that I just wanted to die, to fall asleep and 59 

never awaken.  I cried constantly. I took several baths each day for several days.  The male 60 

police officer made me feel as if it was my fault.  I actually did blame myself, in a way, because I 61 

felt that I should not have trusted him, and I should have not agreed to help him babysit his 62 

young siblings.   63 

At the age of eighteen, I was naïve and a late bloomer, and it never occurred to me to 64 

consider this type of cruelty being forced on another person.  I had been very focused and 65 

determined to get ahead in life by attending college by the time I was twenty.  Every night I 66 

prayed to God to allow me to sleep into eternity, but every morning God would awaken me.  I 67 

questioned God and I was angry with God.  I was perplexed and disturbed about why God had 68 

allowed such a horrific thing to happen to me, since I was trying to love God first and to love 69 

others as I love myself as my parents had taught me.  My life was not turning out the way I had 70 

visualized. 71 

Outwardly, I appeared whole and healthy. I hid my emotional, physical, and 72 

psychological pain very well from everyone.  Inwardly, I was broken, ashamed, unworthy, 73 

unclean, unqualified, and inferior.  I felt that I had disgraced my parents and myself as the 74 

result of the rape.  I struggled in my relationship with God.  I felt God did not love me as much 75 

as John 3:16 said.  I felt God favored certain individuals and I was not one of them.  I purposely 76 

stopped praying to God daily, because I felt God was not listening and did not care enough 77 

about me.  My state of mind convinced me that it was all up to me to make my life better.  Yes, 78 

to the world, I was functioning just fine, but I was spiritually dead.   I allowed my membership 79 

at Grant A.M.E. Church to lapse.  I ceased participating in all Bible study and classes, and I 80 

stopped reading the Bible.   81 

Reflecting back, I realize God brought a wonderful person into my life to help me 82 

through this painful ordeal.   His name is Robert Howard, a strong and compassionate man who 83 

affirms me as a phenomenal woman.  We married in 1969 and became parents of two children, 84 

Angela and Robert Jr.  In the meantime, I managed to obtain better paying jobs, first at Kemper 85 

Insurance Company and a few years later at Blue Cross and Blue Shield Insurance Company.  86 



 

4 
 

I entered Forsyth School for Dental Hygienists in Boston in 1974 because I was unsure if I 87 

had the stamina to endure all those long years of study required to become a doctor.   After 88 

graduating from Forsyth, I continued my study at Northeastern University and received a 89 

Bachelor of Health Science degree in 1977.  I taught dental hygiene at Forsyth while attending 90 

Northeastern University.   91 

After graduating from Northeastern University, I entered Tufts University School of 92 

Dental Medicine and graduated in 1981 with a Doctor of Dental Medicine (D.M.D.) degree.  My 93 

family and I moved to Easton.  I opened a solo private dental office in a severely underserviced 94 

community in Roxbury in 1983.  I closed it after five years because of poor management by my 95 

office personnel and due to dental patients’ failure to pay me for services rendered.  Then I 96 

became a dental associate in various dental offices.    97 

In my free time, I read numerous fictional books of various genres.  Reading became my 98 

favorite pastime because I could escape into the stories I was reading.  I read every fictional 99 

book I could acquire, except horror books.  Deep within myself, I knew I was wrong, but did not 100 

make any serious effort to change.  Because I had been raised to attend church every Sunday, I 101 

began to visit different churches with my two children.  I never visited the same ones too 102 

frequently so that no one would take notice of me.  When the various church clerks would ask 103 

all visitors to stand and introduce themselves, I ignored their requests.  I continued this practice 104 

until December 1985. 105 

My mother had died in 1982.  My father needed dental work and agreed to come to live 106 

with me only after I promised him that I would take him to church every Sunday and to a mid-107 

week service each week.  I fulfilled that promise.  My father arrived here a couple days after 108 

New Year in 1986, and we attended Messiah Baptist Church on January 5th for Sunday Church 109 

School.  After the traditional worship service, I escorted my father to fellowship hour in the 110 

fellowship hall in Messiah’s basement.   111 

When the opportunity availed itself, I introduced my father to Pastor Michael Wayne 112 

Walker and informed him that I would be bringing my father to Sunday Church School and 113 

traditional worship service every Sunday, because I had promised him.  Pastor Walker 114 

immediately asked me, “and what about the doctor?”   115 
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The sermon preached that Sunday remained on my mind throughout that week.  116 

Throughout each day, I engaged my father in conversations about what had been preached.  I 117 

felt as if that sermon on January 5th had been just for me, and God was talking directly to me.  118 

On Sunday, January 12th, I joined Messiah Baptist Church.  I was still broken, burdened, and 119 

scarred.  I was still ashamed, and I still had many questions unanswered.  Yet, I knew God’s love 120 

for me had drawn me back.  I was in a safe environment and in the right place at the right time.  121 

The Word of God says in Proverbs 22:6 to train up a child in the way she should go and when 122 

she is old she will return to it.  123 

I was so thankful to God and very excited about belonging to a community of faith 124 

again.  When my father and I were driving home, I told him that I had recommitted and 125 

rededicated my life to God and joined Messiah Baptist Church.  My father’s response was, “I 126 

know.”  He said he knew God had a hold on me all week, because I had talked about the 127 

previous sermon every day and several times each day.  All I could do was smile.  I told my 128 

father that I was very grateful that he had come to stay with me.  I realized God had used my 129 

father to bring me back to God.    130 

God provided me with a gentle and loving New Member’s Class teacher, Deacon 131 

Charlotte Ramona Jackson and a very loving and compassionate neighbor, Deacon Lillian Harris, 132 

who ministered to me as we walked together in the mornings.  I purposely sought God daily.  I 133 

arose very early in the morning so I would have time to pray, read the Bible, and meditate on 134 

God’s Word.  I was baptized in April 1986.    135 

Most of the time, I felt fine.  Yet, some days I thought of negative things that made me 136 

sad.  One day, I was busy treating a patient and all of a sudden, my mind wandered onto 137 

something very unpleasant which disturbed me greatly.  As soon as I had an opportunity, I 138 

called Pastor Walker, and he advised me to concentrate on reading First and Second 139 

Corinthians, Ephesians and Philippians.  He said those were viewed as happy books, and that I 140 

needed to empty all of the useless information from my mind and replace it with the Word of 141 

God.  142 

 I knew I had much work before me as I remembered all those fictional books I had read 143 

over the previous fifteen years.  I exhibited amazing zeal and fervor for God’s Word and love for 144 
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God that only other believers in Jesus Christ understood.  I eagerly took and completed every 145 

Bible class offered at Messiah.  I attended and completed every seminar and workshop held at 146 

Messiah.  Whenever my schedule permitted, I attended and completed other workshops held 147 

at other Baptist churches.   I had this exciting thirst to learn and know God better.   The only 148 

way I knew to accomplish this was through prayer, reading and studying the Bible, meditating 149 

on God’s Word, attending Bible study and classes with other believers, attending and 150 

participating in worship services, and fellowshipping with other believers.   151 

Through God’s grace, mercy and love, I received some of the answers to many of my 152 

questions, although some of them remained unanswered.  Yet, whenever new questions arose, 153 

I asked God first and told God all about them.  Whenever I had doubt, I asked God to be my 154 

strength and remove all of my doubts because only God could, since there was nothing too 155 

hard for God.  I chose to believe and trust God in every aspect of my life including my money, 156 

time, talents, and expertise.  157 

   With assistance, prayers and the support of my family and members of the community 158 

of faith, I became victorious, whole, and healthy in Jesus Christ.  Their embracing attitudes and 159 

loving spirits lead me to unload everything onto God.  God’s mercy, grace and love healed my 160 

body and my mind.  God gave me a spirit of compassion for others.  I believe many individuals 161 

suffer due to no fault of their own, just as I had suffered.   Jesus took up our infirmities and 162 

carried our sorrows yet we considered him “stricken by God and afflicted.”   163 

I fervently prayed to God to direct me in the ways that were pleasing to God and to fill 164 

my dreams with God’s presence.  God heard and answered my prayers.  I made sure I had pen 165 

and paper on hand to take notes during every sermon.   I took up the habit of journaling as 166 

suggested by Pastor Walker which enabled me to see how God was working in my life even 167 

more than was evident to me prior to my journaling.  I began to reflect a full and active life in 168 

Jesus Christ.  My faith was not only about me, but it was about the community of faith and of all 169 

of God’s children whether they knew it or not.  I had begun to write down prayers prayed for 170 

specific individuals and for all God’s children both far and near as I witnessed God’s answered 171 

prayers through my journaling.     172 
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One day in 1988, I was alone with God and my thoughts as I drove to New Bedford to 173 

my job.  I heard God’s audible voice which was soft and clear in my right ear.  I quickly looked in 174 

the rear view mirror checking the back seat.  On that day God called me to the ministry of 175 

preaching and teaching the good news of Jesus Christ.   But I doubted.  I did not acknowledge 176 

God’s call inwardly or outwardly.  However, I did accept several speaking engagements as a 177 

guest speaker at churches.      178 

  At times, I was thankful to God for calling me, and I felt confident about what I needed 179 

to do.  Other times, I did not feel thankful and lacked confidence.   In 2012, I scheduled and 180 

canceled several appointments with Pastor Walker.  Finally I scheduled another appointment 181 

and kept it.  During our meeting, I told Pastor Walker that God had called me to preach and 182 

teach the gospel of Jesus Christ, and I had known this for a long time.  Pastor Walker sat there 183 

and listened.     184 

When I finished talking, Pastor Walker smiled and agreed with me.  I was relieved and 185 

elated.  I believe God had already revealed my call to ministry to Pastor Walker who had been 186 

patiently waiting for me to tell him.  I entered the American Baptist Churches of MA School of 187 

Ministry (TABCOM SoM) in Groton, MA and graduated three years later on November 15, 2015. 188 

My theology is about sharing the goodness of God with as many of God’s children as 189 

possible.  I want to be the salt of the earth by proclaiming Christ’s marvelous light to a dying 190 

world through my preaching and teaching the good news of Jesus Christ.  I am called to be 191 

involved In God’s public arenas addressing social justice issues that affect God’s most 192 

vulnerable people by being a voice for the hopeless, voiceless, homeless, jobless, and 193 

incarcerated.  I believe in devoting my life to helping to eliminate unfair and unjust 194 

governmental, political, economic and educational systems through organized faith-based 195 

community organizing.  God is an able God and with my willing mind I can help transform God’s 196 

world to reflect God’s marvelous light. 197 

 198 

God 199 

I believe in the Trinity.  God is the first of the Trinity.  I believe God is the Creator of all 200 

humankind and everything.  Without God, nothing would exist.  God existed before time came 201 
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into being.  God is everywhere (Omnipresence).  God is all- powerful (Omnipotent).  God is all-202 

knowing (Omniscience).   There is no one and nothing more loving, powerful, knowledgeable, 203 

wiser, generous, understanding, forgiving, merciful, and patient than God.  God is complete all 204 

by God’s self.  I believe God loves and cares for me as parents care for their children.  205 

Sometimes, God is my Mother, and other times God is my Father.  I believe God is all Spirit and 206 

has no physical form.  I need a daily relationship with God, with the community of faith, and all 207 

of God’s children.  Therefore, I see God in every person I meet, because there is good in 208 

everyone.  209 

  210 

Jesus 211 

Jesus is the divine Son of God, the second of the Trinity.  Jesus is my Savior and Lord of my life.  212 

Jesus is my Redeemer and my closest Friend.   Jesus is the heart of my Christian faith.  Without 213 

Jesus, there is no gospel.  Jesus was with God in the beginning.  Jesus and God are one.  Being 214 

all God and all man, Jesus humbled himself and became obedient to death, leading to his 215 

resurrection.  Jesus’ death and resurrection redeemed me.  God raised Jesus to the highest 216 

place and raised him above every name.  At the name of Jesus, every knee will bow and every 217 

tongue will confess that Jesus Christ is Lord, to the glory of God.  218 

 219 

Holy Spirit 220 

The Holy Spirit is God’s Spirit, the third of the Trinity.  I believe the Holy Spirit functions as my 221 

Sustainer each day.  Jesus Christ promised me that I would never be alone.  Jesus has been true 222 

to his word.  The Holy Spirit has comforted and counseled me through all of my trials and 223 

tribulations throughout my lifetime.  I realize that all my past hurts and pains have been 224 

transformed through the Holy Spirit for the glory of God.   As a result, I have been made whole, 225 

healthy, better, stronger, happier, and convinced that in all things and at all times, God’s Spirit 226 

abides in me and with me.  227 

   228 

   229 

 230 
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Humanity and Sin 231 

God desired relationship with a living being, and so God created humankind as male and female 232 

in God’s image and likeness.  I believe God revealed God’s holy and mighty power through the 233 

unconditional and redeeming love demonstrated by Jesus’ life, death and resurrection.  For 234 

once and for all, sin which leads to death has been defeated by Jesus Christ, when Jesus Christ 235 

died on the cross and arose from the dead on the third day in possession of all power.  My faith 236 

tells me, and I know, that I have been saved, redeemed, and justified through Jesus’ life, death, 237 

and resurrection.  God has shown me that God is concerned about me 24/7 as I live on earth in 238 

my temporal body, and only the things I do for God will last forever. 239 

 240 

Salvation 241 

I believe salvation means an abundant life and freedom in Jesus Christ.  Sin had separated 242 

humankind from God and this sin grieved God.  God still desired relationship with us.  God gave 243 

God’s one and only begotten Son so that whosoever believes in him will not perish but have 244 

eternal life.  Jesus died on the cross for all past, present and future sins once and for all.  Jesus’ 245 

blood made a way for all people to have a relationship with the Creator God.  Because Jesus 246 

Christ redeemed me, I believe Jesus cares for me as a good shepherd cares for his sheep.  Since 247 

Jesus was tempted and, yet, without sin, I know that whenever I am tempted, Jesus sits on the 248 

right side of the throne of God always ready to intercede on my behalf.  I have unlimited access 249 

to God, and I never have to leave a voice message.  God knows my needs, desires and wants 250 

even before I am even aware of them, because God is complete and not lacking any thing.  251 

Therefore, I have no lack in any area of my life, because God fulfills my every need. 252 

 253 

Scripture  254 

I believe all Scripture is God-breathed and useful for teaching, rebuking, correcting and training 255 

in righteousness (2 Timothy 3:16).  At one time, God’s people did not have the written Word of 256 

God.  When the Old Testament was first written on scrolls, only the priests were permitted to 257 

read God’s written Word.  God’s people had to rely totally on their memories.   Two-thirds of 258 

the New Testament was written during Apostle Paul’s lifetime and inspired by God.  I am 259 



 

10 
 

blessed and fortunate to have God’s written Word, and I have followers of Jesus Christ as 260 

witnesses to help me obtain Godly understanding and wisdom.  261 

God worked in the lives of individuals during Biblical days and God still works on my 262 

behalf.  I do not have any words of my own to save myself or anyone.  But, I do have God’s 263 

Word, and God’s Word has supernatural power, because John 1:1 says “in the beginning was 264 

the Word, and the Word was with God, and the Word was God.”  I depend on God‘s Word to 265 

direct my life each day.   I depend on God’s Word to assist me in making decisions.  I depend on 266 

God’s Word to protect me from harm, dangers and snares.   Whenever I am in harm’s way, I am 267 

depending on God through it all.  I have grown to know that there is no fear in God.  The only 268 

way I can control my fear is to depend more on God.  I have grown to I know that in all things 269 

God works for my good.  270 

 271 

The Church 272 

I believe, and the Bible supports my belief, that God’s call to the church is a call to unity, love 273 

and holiness and that all believers in Jesus Christ will be persuasive witnesses to the world.  The 274 

church is a community of gathered believers in Jesus Christ by the Holy Spirit.  As gathered 275 

believers, the church acknowledges Jesus Christ as Lord and the head of the church and is called 276 

to be a missional people and a worshipping, witnessing, ministering and teaching community.   277 

Colossians 1:18 says that Jesus is the head of the body, the church.  Jesus is the beginning and 278 

the first born from among the dead, so that in everything Jesus might have supremacy. 279 

 280 

Ordinances 281 

There are two ordinances of the Baptist Church.  The first ordinance is baptism, which is an 282 

outward sign of an internal change.  A person must be able to make a conscious decision about 283 

Christ, as Savior, before being baptized.  Baptism represents that my old self is dead and I am a 284 

new creation in Jesus Christ.   The second ordinance is the Lord’s Supper, which is a memorial 285 

meal closely associated with the church as God’s covenant people.   We do this in obedience 286 

and in remembrance of Jesus, signifying the new covenant revealed in Christ’s death that our 287 

sins died with him and we are forgiven.   When the gathered people of God observe this 288 
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ordinance, its observance should always emphasize the presence of Christ in his covenant 289 

community.  I believe in both ordinances.     290 

 291 

Attitude toward the American Baptist Churches, U.S.A and its ecumenical witness and Code 292 

of Ethics 293 

I totally support the basic structure for mission in the ecumenical witness and Code of Ethics of 294 

the American Baptist Churches, U.S.A. (ABCUSA).  The local churches are primarily constituents 295 

of ABCUSA.  The local churches are in associational relationships through regions, national 296 

boards, related entities, mission summit, and board of general ministries. 297 

 298 

Addendum 299 

Organizing for Power, Action and Justice 300 

 “Our deepest fear is not that we are inadequate.  Our greatest fear is that we are  301 

   powerful beyond our measure.” – Marianne Williamson  302 

Pastor Dennis A. Jacobsen said in Congregations and Community Organizing that organizing is 303 

more correctly about the power the people must possess at the center of their being enabling 304 

them to be self-directed people. 305 

As a believer in Jesus Christ and God’s servant, I have been called to be a participant in 306 

God’s public arenas in places where people are experiencing some of the greatest sufferings 307 

and needs.  God’s peace would not abide in me if I ignored the suffering of God’s people 308 

subjected to subsist on the margins of life’s opportunities due to unjust systems controlled by 309 

the status quo.  I do not desire to be found guilty by God in my journey of life for not addressing 310 

social justice issues, as the Levite who was guilty when he bypassed the injured man on the 311 

road to Jericho.  I believe I should work as hard as I can as if it all depends on me, and pray as 312 

hard as I can as if it all depends on God, to make a difference in the lives of those individuals 313 

who feel voiceless, hopeless, helpless and loveless.  “The church exists,” Mulligan and Burrow 314 

deftly assert, “to bear the cross of the burdened ones.”  For this reason, I happily lead two 315 

pivotal ministries at Messiah Baptist Church - - Organizing for Power, Action and Justice and 316 

Letter Writing. 317 
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Environmental Pollution 318 

According to a 2009 report, around sixty percent of Americans live in areas where air pollution 319 

has reached unhealthy levels that make people sick.  The Center for Disease Control (CDC) 320 

study showed 24.6 million Americans have asthma, and the greatest rise has been in African 321 

American children, who had fifty percent increase from 2001 to 2009.  Breathing in too much 322 

bad air also leads to other problems such as hypertension and eye problems. 323 

All of God’s children deserve to breathe clean air.  It is appalling that the most 324 

vulnerable populations of God’s people are not even considered or even thought about during 325 

government brainstorming and decision-making processes.  Instead, unjust and discriminating 326 

policies are voted in, adopted and implemented rapidly without considering the additional 327 

burdens placed on the most vulnerable populations of God’s people.  God loves all people and I 328 

am a conduit of God’s love in this earthen vessel. 329 

 330 

Medical and Dental Health 331 

I admit that the Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act (PPACA) known as Affordable Care 332 

ACT (ACA) was a noble undertaking by President Barack Obama’s administration.  Now millions 333 

of formerly uninsured individuals have access to medical insurance, which translate into access 334 

to routine doctors’ visits rather than relying on hospital emergency rooms for their care.    335 

Previously, those same persons frequently neglected to obtain routine physical examinations 336 

and preventative care.  However, a grave injustice was done.  If the goal of PPACA is to prevent 337 

disease and treat medical conditions, then, dental health is essential to maintain and obtain 338 

overall good general health in all people.  On March 3, 2010, President Barack Obama signed 339 

the PPACA into law which, unfortunately, overlooked the necessity of dental health insurance 340 

for those same millions of formerly uninsured individuals who now have access to medical care 341 

via annual physical examinations, prevention and treatment.  I have practiced dentistry in the 342 

most underserved populations in MA and RI since 1981.  The majority of the at-risk populations 343 

do not have adequate dental insurance coverage for their dental needs, and they cannot afford 344 

to pay out of pocket.    345 
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God loves and cares for all people.  The community of faith has a duty to address social 346 

injustices, and I am part of the community of faith.  I have heard and acknowledged God’s call 347 

for me to do my part in God’s world, because I am my sisters’ and brothers’ keeper.  348 

  349 

Incarceration of Women and Women in Ministry 350 

The majority of women incarcerated are there for non-violent offenses relating to illegal drug 351 

involvement and driving under the influence (DUI).  Unfortunately, women are arrested often 352 

as accomplices to partners who are involved in criminal activities.  Incarceration of women 353 

creates additional problems for their families, especially their children, and their communities.  354 

Often, the incarcerated women’s children blame their mothers for abandoning them, and this 355 

creates additional problems for all facets of our society.   I recognize that women in ministry 356 

could be of great service to women who are incarcerated by the mere fact that we are sensitive 357 

to their needs.  We know because the playing fields in our society have never been equal for 358 

women and our needs frequently have been overlooked.  I believe I have been equipped by 359 

God, because of my own personal experiences in my lifetime, to minister to women behind 360 

bars.  I am an active listener; I have strong and effective interpersonal skills, and I am known to 361 

be transparent in my interactions with others.  Finally, I readily admit that I don’t know or have 362 

all of the answers, and I don’t know all the right things to do.  But, I know the only true living 363 

God who does.   364 


